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SUBJECT: VISIT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY HABIB: PRESS GUIDANCE 

REE: STATE 00454 

1. WE EXPECT PRESS EXPOSURE FOR AMBASSADOR HABIB WILL BE 
MINIMAL. ONLY CAUTION WE WOULD SUGGEST IS THAT PRESS 
REPRESENTATIVES MAY ATTEMPT ENTRAP HABIB INTO EXPRESSING 
SOME VIEW ON MARCOS MARTIAL LAW. HABIB SHOULD BE AWARE OE 
FACT THAT WE HAVE METICULOUSLY REFRAINED EROM ANY COMMENT 
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. OTHER ISSUES OF POTENTIAL SENSITIVITY CONCERN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS, AND ASSOCIATED ACCUSATIONS CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS, 
WHICH HABIB HAS HAD GREAT EXPERIENCE IN FIELDING ELSEWHERE. 

IF SPECIFIC ITEMS OF IMMEDIATE CURRENCY ARISE SHORTLY BEFORE 
VISIT, WE WILL PROVIDE QUESTION AND ANSWER SUGGESTIONS. 
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